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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 21-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 21-40 are replete with several errors relating to minor informalities and 
have various limitations that are unclear and do not particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter, perhaps as a result of a French translation. The examiner 
advises applicant to thoroughly check all claim language in the claims for possible 
errors, in addition to the issues below cited below by the examiner. It is also 
recommended that the numerals presented in the claims be omitted due to inconsistent 
usage of them throughout the claims, which causes further ambiguity. 

Rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, Second Paragraph 

Claim 21 

Lines 6-7: "the first articulation" should be - the first pivot articulation --. 

Lines 7-8: the phrase "with ane axle for yaw movement being completely disconnected 

from axles for rolling and pitching movement." is ambiguous. 
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Claim 22 

Line 2: "yaw movement having a bearing rim" should be -- yaw movement hav i ng has a 
bearing rim --. 

Claim 23 

Line 2: "wherein articulating coupling" should be - wherein the articulating coupling --. 
Lines 2-3: the phrase "an articulation for rolling and pitching movement (21) allowing no 
play at the level of that articulation" is ambiguous. The limitation "an articulation" is not 
distinguished from the "second articulation" of claim 21 . Furthermore, "at the level of 
that articulation" is unclear. 

Claim 24 

Lines 2-3: the phrase "an even planar contact of opposing plane surfaces" is 
ambiguous. It is unclear what "opposing plane surfaces" (of what?) is referring to. 

Claim 25 is dependent from claim 21 , but should be dependent from claim 23 . 



Claim 31 

Line 2: "the hub" should be -- the central hub --. 

Line 4: the phrase "as it pivots." is ambiguous. It is unclear what "it" is referring to. 
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Claims 34-36 

Line 2: the limitation "the yaw damping device (40)" should be - pivoting disc (40) -- as 
previously established by preceding claims. 

Claim 38 

Line 2: "a compression system" should be -- the compression system - 

Line 2: the limitation "the yaw damping device (40)" should be - pivoting disc (40) -- as 

previously established by preceding claims. 

Claim 39 

Line 2: the phrase "wherein it further comprises" is ambiguous. It is unclear what "it" is 
referring to. 

Claim 40 

Line 2: the phrase "wherein its exterior wall" is ambiguous. It is unclear what "its" is 
referring to. 

Line 3: "the hub" should be -- the central hub --. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 21-40, as currently and best understood, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Pontbriand, U.S. Patent No. 3,519,287. 

Pontbriand discloses a trailer stabilizing connection (Figs. 1-4) between a trailer 
and towing vehicle comprising at least: a connecting plate (10) that is sandwiched 
between two pressure plates (14 and 16) and covered friction rings [discs] (18 and 20) 
are inserted between the connecting plate (10) and the pressure plates (14 and 16), the 
friction rings (18 and 20) increasing the resistance to rotation [yaw movement] between 
the connecting plate (10) and the pressure plates (14 and 16). The connecting plate 
(10) and the pressure plates (14 and 16) are resiliently secured together by a bolt (24) 
that's welded to the lower plate (16) and tightened at the other end by a nut (26) which 
compresses a washer (28) and a coil spring (30) around the bolt (24) so as to provide a 
predetermined compression between the plates (14 and 16). The connection between 
the trailer and towing vehicle additionally contains a hinge having elongated vertical 
apertures so that desired vertical and horizontal movements may be obtained to 
dampen yaw and endure a limited amount of pitch and roll. The bottom pressure plate 
(16) is provided with a set of adjacent slots (38) and a plate (42) is provided with a 
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corresponding set of elongated slots (40) to be located between the slots (38) so as to 
form a hinge that receives an articulating hitch pin (44) connection. 



Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: The prior art cited on form PTO-892 relate to hitch couplings with 
multiple articulation axes, which may allow for at least some movement including yaw, 
pitch and roll. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARC A. SCHARICH whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-3244. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley Morris can be reached on (571) 272-6651 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



M.A.S.- 9/27/2008 

/Marc A. Scharich/ 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3611 

/Paul N. Dickson/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3600 



